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EZEKIEL'S TEMPLE. 



By Rev. Theo. G. So a res, Ph.D., 
Galesburg, 111. 




^.The prophecy of Ezekiel to the exiles in Babylon 
culminates in a vision of the rebuilt temple, 
the reestablished monarchy, and the reappor- 
tioned land. Much in the vision is manifestly 
ideal. It is a Messianic picture of the coming 
time when prince, priests, and people, the holy 
land and all nature, shall be redeemed for the 
service of God. 

But to the priest-prophet, who had seen 
the Solomonic temple, no Messianic future 
could be conceived without a real sanctuary. 
The vision of the temple is the promise to the 
Jews that they shall yet rebuild the house of 
the Lord. It is not to be considered as a pattern after which 
the returned exiles should fashion the new temple. It is a 
picture of what was and shall yet be again, that Israel may look 
upon it and repent of her sins, and highly resolve to be worthy 
to possess a sanctuary in which Jehovah may dwell among his 
people (Ezek. 43:10-12). Naturally the description follows, 
very generally, the pre-exilic temple with which Ezekiel had 
been familiar in his youth. There are, however, not a few 
divergencies. 

It is not difficult from the description in Ezek., chaps. 40^43. 
to determine the general plan and arrangements of the structure. 
The numbers are self-consistent throughout. Almost nothing is 
gained but the ground plan ; and little is known of the eleva- 
tions. Towers, colonnades, facades may be conjectured, but it is 
almost guesswork. In many points of detail, moreover, the 
description is quite obscure. The Hebrew text is defective, and 

93 



94 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



many of the architectural terms are not understood. It will not 
be profitable to enter into discussion of these details. The 
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TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM AFTER EZEKIEL. VIEW TAKEN FROM THE EAST SIDE. 

(Restored by Ch. Chipiez) 
[Perrot and Chipiez: History of Art in Sardinia, Judcea, etc., Vol. I, Plate II] 

reader who desires to do so will find the brief notes of Davidson 
("Cambridge Bible") admirable, and for fuller discussion the 
commentaries of Bertholet and Orelli. Perrot and Chipiez 
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{History of Art in Sardinia, Jtidcea, etc., Vol. I) have some beau- 
tiful, though rather fanciful, restorations (see preceding page). 
The unit of measurement is the cubit, specified (40:5) as 
the larger cubit. It was probably the Babylonian cubit, a hand- 
breadth longer than that used in Solomon's temple. It would 
be about eighteen inches. 

I. GENERAL PLAN OF THE TEMPLE. (FIG. i). 

The entire inclosure was a raised platform about 6 feet in 
height and 500 cubits square (42: 16 ff.) .* It was surrounded 




Fig. i. THE PLAN OF THE TEMPLE 



by a thick wall, 6 cu. through and of the same height (40: 5). 
It was approached on three sides (east, north, and south) by 
seven steps (40: 22, 26). These led to gateways (P), or rather 
large entrance halls, 50 cu. long, which were on a level with the 
outer court, into which they entered. 

1 So LXX, and most commentators. The English version follows the Hebrew, 
but 500 reeds square, i. e., 3,000 cubits square, would be an impossible expanse. 
Moreover, the individual measures sum up 500 cubits. Cf. also 45 : 2. 
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Within was another elevated platform about 7 feet high, 2 
a rectangle 350 cu. X 200 cu., touching the west wall, but dis- 
tant 150 cu. from the walls of the outer court on the other 
three sides. This inner court was approached on the three sides 
by eight steps (40:31), each leading to a gateway similar to 
those of the outer court and opposite to them (D). These inner 
gateways, running in 50 cu., surrounded a square of 100 cu., 
the "inner court" proper (a, b, c, d), in which was the altar 
(40:47). To the west of this was another square of 100 cu., 
which was the temple area (d, c, e, f). To the west of this, 
again, a third square of 100 cu., in which was a building, whose 
uses are not specified (41:13, 14). North and south of the 
temple area, extending to the limits of the inner court (therefore 
100 X 50 cu.), were blocks of buildings assigned to the priests 
(c, g, h, e, and d, f, k, i) . 

The square called above "the temple area" consisted of a 
vacant space 20 cu. wide on the north and south (G), between 
which was an elevated platform 105 X 60 cu. and 6 cu. in height. 
On this third terrace, so having a most imposing situation, was 
the temple structure. 

II. THE OUTER COURT. 

The outer gateways, 40:6-16 (Fig. 2). — After mentioning 
the surrounding wall, the narrative opens with a detailed description 
of the outer gateway (40:6ff.). This was really a large covered 
entrance hall, 50X25 cu. It was approached by seven steps 
(40:22, 26), which led to a threshold (Fig. 2, A), 6x10 cu. 
(40:6, 11). This led into a passageway (B), 34X10 cu. On 
either side of the passage were guard chambers, three on a 
side (C), 6 cu. sq. (vs. 7). These were for the sentries who kept 
order in the temple (1 Kings 14:28). In front of each guard 
chamber was a barrier (D), 1 cu. wide (vs. 12) , and behind them 
windows (Ej too narrow to permit of entrance by them to the 
court (vs. 16). Between the guard chambers were walls 5 cu. 
wide (vs. 7), also provided with narrow windows (F), by which 

2 The height of these terraces can only be conjectured from the number of the 
steps. 41: 8 shows that ten steps were equal to six cubits. 
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the gateway was lighted (vs. 16). Beyond the passageway lay 
another threshold (G), of the same size as the first (vs. 6), lead- 
ing into the large inner porch (H), 8X20cu. 3 The ends of the 
walls on the inner side of the porch (K), at 
the entrance to the court, were ornamented 
with palms (vs. 16). 

The pavement and chambers. — Entering the 
outer court from the gateway, it was found to 
be lined with a pavement (Fig. I, A) extend- 
ing from the wall to a level with the gateways 
(vs. 1 8). Upon this pavement and against the 
wall were chambers (Fig. I, B). The number 
thirty is mentioned (vs. 17). They may have 
extended on the three sides of the court, or 
also have occupied part of the west side. 
Perrot and Chipiez (p. 210) think they were 
formed by a colonnade of pillars all round the 
wall, and that there were thirty on each side. 
Both pavement and chambers were doubtless for shelter during 
storm and for the convenience of the people who spent the 
whole day in the temple. At each corner was a large apart- 
ment, 40X30 cu. (Fig. 1, C), used as a kitchen to prepare the 
sacrificial feasts for the people (46:21-44). 




Fig. 2 

THE OUTER 
GATEWAY 



III. 



THE INNER COURT. 



The imier gateways > 40:28-43. — One hundred cubits from each 
of the gateways was the corresponding gateway of the inner court 
(40:19) (Fig. 1, D) . They were approached by eight steps (40:31). 
They were similar to the outer gateways, except that naturally 
the large porch of the inner gateways lay at the outer end toward 
the outer court. Within this porch (probably only at the east 
gateway) were two tables on each side, on which the victims 
were slain (vs. 39). In the immediate vicinity (the location is 

3 This accepts the emendation of vs. 14 DblX for Db^ and 20 for 60, according to 
the LXX. So Davidson, Orelli, Toy, Bertholet. But Plumptre, Schroder, Perrot and 
Chipiez, following the Hebrew, understand great pillars 60 cu. high and compare them 
with modern church spires. These seem unlikely at the inside of each gate, especially 
of the narrow breadth of 2 cu. (vs. 9). 
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not certain) were eight other tables, four on each side (vs. 41). 
Four of these were of hewn stone, \y 2 cu. sq. and 1 cu. high, on 
which the instruments for slaughtering were kept (vs. 42). At 
least the east inner gateway had also two chambers near the 
porch, where the slaughtered animals were washed (vs. 38). On 
the walls of the porch hung the heavy hooks on which the car- 
cases were suspended (vs. 43). 

The priests chambers, 40:44-4"/. — Against the north and 
south walls of the inner court were two chambers (Fig. 1, E), 
the former for the Zadokite priests, the latter for the inferior 
priests or Levites (vss. 44-46). 4 

The altar, 43 : 13-17 (Fig. 3). — Within the inner gateways 
was a square of 100 cu. (Fig. 1, a, b, c, d) . It is not known 
P whether this was especially marked 

off. It was " the inner court " 
proper. In its center, a most prom- 
inent object, was the altar of burnt- 
offering (40:47) ( Fi g- if F )- !t 
was built of stone on a foundation 
18 cu. sq. (Fig. 3, A), from which 



L ' it rose in terraces, twice becoming 

FlG - 3 narrower toward the top. The 

THE ALTAR OF BURNT-OFFERING foundation rose , cu . from the 

ground and had a narrow border or ledge a span in height 
around it (vs. 1 3) . The next tier of the altar was a cubit narrower 
on each side and rose 2 cu. (B). Above that, again a cubit 
narrower on each side, was a tier (C) 4 cu. high (vs. 14). 
And above that, with the same contraction and the same height, 
the last tier (D). On each corner of this, the altar proper, was 
a horn (E) (vs. 15). The top, called the hearth of God, was 12 
cu. sq. (vs. 16). The height of the whole, without the horns, 
was 11 cu. It was approached on the east by steps (vs. 17). 

IV. THE TEMPLE STRUCTURE (FIG. 4). 

West of the inner court was another square of ioo cu. 

* Again the reading of LXX (R. V. marg.) DTY© for D"HTD. The chambers 
could not have been for singers, as their use is immediately specified. 
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Fig. 4 

THE TEMPLE 
STRUCTURE 



(Fig. I, d, c, e, f), which may be designated as the temple area. 
Within it, as noted above, rose the platform, 6 cu. high, on which 
the temple structure was built. It was approached by ten steps 
(40:49. R. V. marg.). 

The porch, 40:48, 4Q. — The entrance to the 
temple was a porch (Fig. 4, A). Its outer wall 
was 5 cu. thick, its entrance was 14 cu. wide, 5 in 
which stood two pillars (B), corresponding to 
the Jachin and Boaz of Solomon's temple (1 
Kings 7:21). The porch was 20 cu. from north 
to south and 12 5 from east to west. 

The holy place, 41 : 1 , 2 (Fig. 4, B). — Proceed- 
ing westward from the porch, the entrance (C) 
into the holy place was 10 cu. wide. The wall 
on each side of the entrance was 6 cu. thick, the 
same as the side walls. The holy place itself 
was 20 X 40 cu. 

The most holy place , 41 :j, 4 (Fig. 4, D). — The angel enters, but 
not the priest. The entrance (E) is narrower than that into the 
holy place, 6 cu. The side walls of the entrance are, there- 
fore, 7 cu. long. 6. They are 2 cu. thick. The most holy place 
is 20 cu. sq. The height of no part of the temple is given. If 
the 120 cu. of 2 Chron. 3 : 4 be a misreading for 20 cu., the most 
holy place may have been a perfect cube. 

The side chambers, 41 : 5-11 (Fig. 4, F). — On three sides of 
the temple, 4 cu. distant at the base, were built walls parallel 
with those of the temple and 5 cu. thick (vs. 9). The space 
between these and the temple served as chambers for the priests. 
There were three stories. In order to gain a rest for the floor 
of the second and third stories, the temple wall was let in at the 
two points, and upon the ledge thus formed the beams rested, 
without having to be let into the wall (vs. 6). This was a copy 
of Solomon's arrangement, "in the outside he made rebatements 
in the wall of the house round about" (1 Kings 6:6). As a 



5 Both these measurements are from the LXX, and are necessary to make the final 



totals. 



5 Evidently the meaning of vs. 3^. 
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consequence the upper chambers were broader than the lower. 
If the " rebatements " were I cu., the same as Solomon's, then, 
the lowest chambers being 4 cu. wide (vs. 5), the next were 
5 cu. and the top 6 cu. It is not quite clear how the upper 
stories were reached (vs. 7). In Solomon's temple it is sup- 
posed to have been by a winding stair (1 Kings 6:8). Each of 
the three chambers was divided into thirty compartments (vs. 6). 
There was, of course, no direct communication with the temple. 
Egress was had by doors on the north and south (Fig. 4, G) 
to the raised platform (H) which extended on those sides 5 cu. 
beyond the structure (vs. 11). 

Measurements of the temple area. — The tern pie was 100 cu. from 
east to west (vs. 13). Porch entrance, 5 ; porch, 12 ; holy place 
entrance, 6; length, 40; most holy entrance, 2; length, 20; 
west wall, 6; side chamber, 4; outer wall, 5. The platform 
must have extended in front, though not in the rear, and was 
thus probably 105 cu., but this extension would run into the 
inner court. From north to south the measurement was 60 cu. 
Margin of platform, 5 ; wall of chambers, 5 ; chamber, 4 ; wall 
of house, 6 ; breadth, 20 ; wall, 6 ; chamber, 4 ; wall, 5 ; margin, 
5. This, with the vacant place, 20 cu. (Fig. 1, G), on each 
side of the temple platform, would make the 100 cu. sq. 

The inner decorations of the temple, 1 4.1 : 1 jd-26. — The interior 
walls of porch, holy place, and most holy were lined with wood 
as in Solomon's temple (1 Kings 6:15). It is stated that this 
extended up to the windows (vs. 16). These windows were 
probably near the roof. 8 They were not open, as was common, 
but "covered" (vs. 16), that is, probably latticed. The walls 
of the temple itself were ornamented with carved work of alter- 
nate palm trees and cherubim (vs. 18). The latter were not 
represented with four faces, but, as was necessary on a plane 
surface, with only two, the faces of the lion and the man. On 
the porch walls were only the palm trees (vs. 26), perhaps the 
cherubim being too sacred for representation there. 

7 The text is unusually uncertain in this passage, and several of the terms obscure. 
The general meaning is evidently as indicated. 

8 They could not well have been on the first floor (Kliefoth), and were not as 
probably skylights (Hengstenberg). 
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In front of the holiest place was an altar of wood 2 cu. sq. 9 
and 3 cu. high, with base and sides of wood (vss. 22, 23). It 
had raised corners, but evidently not horns. In Solomon's 
temple it was of gold (1 Kings 
7:48). This was either the altar 
of incense or the table of shew- 
bread. The former may not 
have stood within the temple 
until a later time. 

Again, as in Solomon's tem- 
ple (1 Kings 6:31), there were \ 
doors to the holy and the most 
holy places (vs. 23). The veil 
is a later arrangement. It is not 
quite certain whether there were 
two doors to each entrance or 
only one, but each of them was 
double-leaved (vs. 24). They 
were also ornamented with 
carved cherubim and palm trees 
(vs. 25 ). 10 

V. THE REMAINING BUILDINGS. 

CAPITAL OF BRONZE COLUMN FROM 

The zvestern building, 41:12, biblical descriptions. (Restored 

/•p. T j . T , f. by Ch. Chipiez) 

J 3 l^g- *> 1_1 )• i0 tne West Ot [Perrot and Chipiez: History of Art in Sar- 

the temple area was the third dinia * Judiea * etc " VoK *> Plate VI ^ 
square of 100 cu. Immediately west of the temple platform- 
was the "separate place," i. e., the open space of 20 cu. (Fig.. 
1, G) similar to the open spaces to the north and south. The: 
remainder of this square was occupied by a building, whose 
inner measurement was 70 X 90 cu., and whose walls were 5 cu. 
thick. The outer measurement was thus 80 X 100, which would 
exactly fill the remainder of the square. It is a little strange 
that this great structure, larger than the temple itself, should be 

9 The breadth is added in LXX. 

10 The D* 1 ^ (vss. 25, 26) "thick beams" (R. V.) are quite uncertain. Gesenius 
favors the epistyle. Every commentator has a conjecture. 
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thus casually mentioned without any notice of its purpose. 
Hengstenberg and Schroder suppose that it was used for the 
offal and refuse of the temple. They suggest that such a large 
place would be necessary, as thousands of people spent often 
the whole day in the courts. It would be expected, however, 
that such a building would be in the outer court. Davidson 
safely conjectures that its uses were general. 

The priests' buildings, 42'. 1-14 (Fig. 1, c, g, h, e, and d, f, k, i). 
— North and south of the temple were blocks of buildings lying 
between the wall of the inner court and the " separate place" of 
20 cu. around the temple platform. They are mentioned as 
having a length of 100 cu. and a breadth of 50 cu. (vs. 2). 
These, however, were not the dimensions of a solid building, for 
there was a walk 10 cu. broad in front of them (vs. 4). The 
length of the chambers opposite the temple (L) was 100 cu., and 
the length of those toward the outer court (M) was 50 cu. (vs. 8). 
The walk of 10 cu. must then have been between these (K). 
Occupying the vacant space, not taken by the shorter wing of 
the chambers, was a fence (N) toward the outer court (vs. 7). 
This was probably higher than the wall of the inner court, and 
was erected to screen the chambers from view. 

It is probable that these blocks of buildings were elevated 
somewhat (perhaps the one cubit of vs. 4) above the level of the 
inner court, for they were approached by an entry on the east 
side (vs.9). 11 

These buildings were divided into cells, of which, like those in 
the temple structure, there were three tiers (vs. 6). The middle 
tier was narrower than that beneath, some space being used as a 
gallery or verandah, by which the cells were approached. 
The third tier again was narrower than the middle, for a similar 
reason (vss. 3, 5). 12 The galleries of the longer and shorter 

11 Schroder and Plumptre consider these buildings to have the entire size of 
100 X 50 cu. The reasons against this are given above. Most commentators arrange 
them very much as in our figure, but they put the entrance way on the north side, a 
little private stair to the outer court. To what purpose were the elaborate guarded 
gateways, if access from the outer court were thus easy ? Some such arrangement as 
indicated above seems more probable. 

12 So Orelli and Bertholet. This seems the best explanation of the somewhat 
obscure expressions. Davidson, Cornill, and others think only the third story 
(D^tOpTpS) was narrower. 
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blocks of buildings faced each other on the walk which ran 
between. 

These cells served a double purpose. In them the priests 
were to eat "the most holy things" (vs. 13). These were the 
portion of the meal-offering that was not burned on the altar 
(Lev. 2:3, 10; 7:9, 10) and the flesh of the ordinary sin- and 
trespass-offerings (Lev. 7:6). In these cells also the sacerdotal 
vestments were to be kept, for the priests were to change their 
garments before going out to the court of the common people 
(vs. 14). 

The priests kitchens, 46: 19, 20 (Fig. 1, O) . — The priests' por- 
tions of the offerings would need to be cooked. Kitchens were 
provided for that purpose in the rear of the buildings just 
described. The size of these kitchens is not mentioned, and our 
sketch is only suggestive. Some think they occupied the entire 
space west of the priests' buildings and as far as the outer wall. 
But kitchens 150X75 feet would seem to be unnecessarily 
large. 



